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Meetings: 

 

There will be a Zoom connected Council informational meeting this Thursday evening beginning 

at 6:30 P.M. Loretta will issue an invitation e-mail to you later this week. We are working on a 

proper way to expand the public’s ability to access the meeting. 

 

There are three items on the agenda. The first is a brief update on the status of this year’s 

operating budget and how the process for adopting next year’s budget is shaping up. The second 

is a discussion centered around the June 9th election. Much is up in the air state-wide on this 

topic so our discussion is predicated on us having some better information by Thursday evening. 

The third item is an update from Mayor Rollins on a conference call with Governor Mills that he 

and other members of the Mayors’ Coalition are having this afternoon (perhaps addressing the 

election question referenced above). Again this week, I will have Chief Audette and Chief Mills 

available to respond to any questions you may have about the status of things in their world.  

 

Other Items: 

 

DPW Director Lesley Jones has prepared a summary memorandum (included with this report) on 

residential rubbish collection, Hatch Hill procedures and the suspension of recycling efforts 

during the state of emergency. Our temporary policies – designed to meet critical community 

sanitation needs while respecting the need to keep our staff as safe as possible – are certainly 

causing some public frustration and confusion but frankly, when they are explained to most 

residents they are understanding.  

 

Officers in the APD have engaged in a considerable about of community education about the 

need for social distancing and the need to avoid unnecessary public gatherings. Chief Audette’s 

regular updates continue to be an authoritative source of the latest information. 

 

Our General Assistance caseload continues to accelerate taxing the resources of our staff. I 

suspect we are not the only municipality coping with this. 

 

I was reminded the other day, as we grappled with a bunch of pressing logistical challenges, of 

the first serious state of emergency I had to deal with professionally. It was 1978 and I was the 

28 year old assistant town manager of Killingly, Connecticut - a lovely semi-rural town of about 

18,000 in the northeastern corner of the state. It was the dead of winter and the infamous 

Blizzard of ’78 had buried most of New England under several feet of snow and raged for days. 

What was then the Connecticut Turnpike (now I-395) bisected the town and numerous motorists 

ended up trapped in their vehicles on it and ultimately were rescued by state troopers on 
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snowmobiles. The town set up a large emergency shelter at the Middle School and I was tasked 

with running it. It was three days before roads would be reopened and most of the available food 

supplies consisted of baloney and white bread and half-pints of milk. It was my first real 

experience dealing with a large group of strangers brought together under one roof in distressed 

circumstances. What has stayed with me ever since was how much the positive side of human 

nature shone through during that experience. In other challenging situations in the intervening 

years, I have been encouraged by much the same evidence of the basic goodness of people. I 

certainly see ample evidence of that here in these challenging days and I have every confidence 

that it will continue.  

 

Thanks to all who are contributing to keeping us all safe and healthy and thanks to the good 

residents of this community for their patience, understanding and good humor.         

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors & Legislative Delegation 









Augusta Public Works – 2020 Sweeping Schedule 
 
 
April 6th to April 17th – Major Arterials  
 

Airport Road Commercial Street Sewall St (Western to line) 

Armory Street Commercial St By-Pass South Belfast Avenue 

Arsenal Street Cony Street State Street 

Bangor Street to RT#3 Eastern Ave (Stone to UCL) Stone Street 

Bond Street East Side Circle Townsend Road  

Bridge Approaches Hicks Road Water Street 

Bridge Street (State St. east) Hospital Street Western Avenue 

Capitol Street (State to Armory) Mount Vernon Avenue West Side Circle 

Chandler Street North Belfast Avenue Whitten Road (to end of curb) 

Civic Center Drive Northern Ave to Birchview Dr Winthrop Street 

   

 

 

April 20th thru May 1st -Westside residential neighborhoods  

 

May 4th thru May 15th- Eastside residential neighborhoods  

  

Please note that the sweeping schedule can change due to weather or amount of 

material to be cleaned up.  Look for updates by checking our Augusta Public 

Works Facebook or Website postings or call the office @626-2435. 

 
To help with cleanup efforts, please sweep the winter sand from your sidewalk and driveways 

into the street (do not put into one big pile-spread out into a row) before your area is scheduled 

to be swept.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 




